Sample Resolution to Shut Down SOA &

Remove Coca-Cola Beverages from 

All UAW Locals, Shops & Functions

WHEREAS, Coca-Cola is complicit in systematic intimidation, kidnapping, torture, death threats and the murder of union leaders and their families in Colombia and Guatemala in efforts to crush unions;

WHEREAS, lawsuits filed in 2001 and 2006 by the United Steelworkers and International Rights Advocates against Coca-Cola and its Colombian bottlers charging that they “contracted with or otherwise directed paramilitary security forces that utilized extreme violence and murdered, tortured, unlawfully detained or otherwise silenced trade union leaders”;

WHEREAS, the lawsuits describe how paramilitary death squad thugs are trained at the School of the Americas, renamed Western Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation, but better known as the School of The Assassins in Ft. Benning, Georgia, where training manuals encourage trainees to engage in both the torture and murder of those responsible for “union organizing and recruiting;” “pass out propaganda in favor of the interests of the workers” and “sympathize with demonstrators or strikes”;

WHEREAS, a similar lawsuit was filed in 2010 against Coca-Cola and its operations in Guatemala, charging murder, attempted murder and gang rape against union leaders and family members at the behest of management;

WHEREAS Coca-Cola is a leader in busting unions, undermining union organizing worldwide by outsourcing jobs, supporting brutal police actions against outsourced workers and firing workers when they attempt to join a union;

WHEREAS, Coca-Cola continues to benefit from hazardous child labor in the sugarcane fields of El Salvador;

WHEREAS, Coca-Cola is responsible for the  depletion and pollution of drinking water in Michigan, Mexico, India and elsewhere, and is destroying integral water sources used for irrigation, drinking and sanitation by entire communities around the world;

WHEREAS, Coca-Cola’s injustices are featured in "The Coca-Cola Case," a film that premiered in 2010 in association with The National Film Board of Canada; "Mark Thomas on Coca-Cola," a film which premiered on prime-time television in the UK in 2007; "Belching Out the Devil," a book by Mark Thomas published in 2008, and "The Coke Machine," a 2010 book by Michael Blanding;

WHEREAS, the Campaign to Stop Killer Coke's website (www.KillerCoke.org) contains a wealth of well-documented information in multiple media formats detailing Coke's widespread labor, human rights and environmental abuses;

WHEREAS, in response to the Campaign to Stop Killer Coke, many unions, labor councils and dozens of colleges and universities and secondary schools have removed Coca-Cola products from their campuses including large universities such as Rutgers (NJ), DePaul (IL) and State University of New York-Stony Brook (NY), as well as smaller campuses such as Smith College (MA), Guilford College (NC), San Jose City College (CA) and Union Theological Seminary (NY).

WHEREAS, President Bob King announced at a recent 'Shutdown SOA! Stop Killer Coke!' Rally, “We have to stand in solidarity...we're going to pull Coke out of the international union and all of our shops and we're going to ask all our local unions to do the same thing in their shops!”;

RESOLVED, that UAW Local [X] calls for the U.S. government to shut down the School of the Americas/Western Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation;

RESOLVED, that UAW Local [X] will remove all Coke machines and products from its facilities, and ban Coke products from all meetings and events; and encourage labor councils with which it is affiliated to do so as well.

