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MURDER ATTEMPT AGAINST JUAN CARLOS GALVIS, 
LEADER OF THE SINALTRAINAL UNION 

 
On Friday, August 22, 2003, at 12:10 in mid-day, a murder attempt was committed against the life of 
JUAN CARLOS GALVIS, worker at the transnational corporation Coca-Cola in Barrancabermeja, 
President of the Subdirective of the Central Unitaria de Trabajadores de Colombia “CUT” and of the 
branch of our union in that oil town in Colombia. 
 
In the moment in which Juan Carlos was being driven to his house, two men who were riding on a 
motorcycle fired several shots at him, which were repelled by the bodyguards of the compañero, saving 
his life and preserving his security. The murder attempt was committed 50 meters away from the corner 
of street 47 and avenue 19, in front of the Colegio Santo Tomas, in the moment in when he was being 
transported from the office of the union of the public works company of Barrancabermeja towards his site 
of residence. 
 
In Caracol News, August 22, 7 PM edition, the reporter announced to the entire country that this murder 
attempt was presumably committed by paramilitaries. Effectively, in the last few months, these groups 
have been constantly sending threats against the life of Juan Carlos Galvis and other union leaders of 
SINALTRAINAL and the Central Unitaria de Trabajadores “CUT.” 
 
On July 20, 2001, through his lawyer in the United States, Juan Carlos Galvis presented a lawsuit against 
the transnational corporation Coca-Cola and other companies for the death threats that he has been a 
victim of. Other lawsuits alleging human rights violations were presented in the same court in Miami by 
other victims and by SINALTRAINAL. 
 
On July 22 of this year, in press conference in several cities on five continents, including 
Barrancabermeja, we announced to the world the beginning of the International Campaign Against Coca-
Cola, for the violations that this corporation is committing against the rights of workers and communities. 
Juan Carlos was responsible for the press conference which took place in Barrancabermeja.  
 
We ask social, human rights, and popular organizations to denounce this new attempt against 
SINALTRAINAL. Send letters of protest to: 
 
ARMANDO GÓMEZ 
Jefe de Recursos Humanos 
COCA COLA FEMSA S.A. 
agomari@femsa.com.mx 
 
FELIPE ALVIRA 
Presidente de COCA COLA FEMSA en Colombia 
cocacola@hotmail.com 
www.cocacola.com.co/holacoke/contactenos.php  
 
ÁLVARO URIBE VÉLEZ 
Presidente de la República de Colombia 
Palacio de Nariño 
Carrera 8 No.7-26 
Bogota, COLOMBIA 



Fax: 00 57 1 286 74 34/286, 68 42/284 21 86 
E-mail:auribe@presidencia.gov.co; dh@presidencia.gov.co 
  
Francisco Santos 
Vicepresidente de la República de Colombia  
Conserjería Presidencial de Derechos Humanos 
Calle 7, No 654, Piso 3 
Bogota, COLOMBIA 
Fax: 00 57 1 337 1351 
E-mail: fsantos@presidencia.gov.co 
Programa Derechos Humanos Presidencia de la Republica 
ppdh@presidencia.gov.co 
 
Fernando Londoño Hoyos  
Ministro del Interior y Justicia 
Ministerio del Interior y Justicia 
Palacio Echeverry, Carrera 8a, No.8-09, piso 2o., 
Bogota, Colombia 
Fax:00 57 1 286 8025 
E-mail:ministro@minjusticia.gov.co; minisint@col1.telecom.com.co; 
viceministra@minjusticia.gov.co 
  
Martha Lucia Ramirez de Rincon 
Ministra de Defensa 
Ministerio de Defensa Nacional 
Avenida El Dorado con carrera 52 CAN Santa Fe de 
Bogotá 
Fax: 00 57 1 222 1874 
E-mail:siden@mindefensa.gov.co; Comunicacion@mindefensa.gov.co 
 
 
Luis Camilo Osorio 
Fiscal General de la Nación 
E-mail:contacto@fiscalia.gov.co; denuncie@fiscalia.gov.co; 
webmaster@fiscalia.gov.co 
 
Edgardo José Maya Villazon 
Procurador General de la Nacion 
Carrera 5 N° 15-80 F 
Fax: 3429723  
E-mail:anticorrupcion@presidencia.gov.co;  
reygon@procuraduria.gov.co 
  
 
Luis Eduardo Cifuentes  
Defensor del Pueblo 
E-mail:secretaria_privada@hotmail.com; defensoria@defensoria.org.co 
  
Oficina del Alto Comisionado para las Naciones Unidas en Colombia 
Teléfono 629 36 36 ext 109-132-144 
E-mail: www.hchr.orgo.co 



  
Oficina del Alto Comisionado de las Naciones Unidas para los  
Derechos Humanos 
Palacio Wilson 
Oficina de las Naciones Unidas en Ginebra 
1211 Ginebra 10 
Suiza 
Tel.: +41 22 917 90 00 
Fax: +41 22 917 90 11 
E-mail: webadmin.hchr@unog.ch 
  
  
Sincerely, 
 
LUIS JAVIER CORREA SUÁREZ 
President, SINALTRAINAL 
 
 
 

 

 


