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RESOLUTION REGARDING A BOYCOTT OF COCA-COLA PRODUCTS
WHEREAS, trade unionists at Coca-Cola plants in Colombia have been assassinated, harassed, and intimidated by right-wing paramilitaries, and

WHEREAS, the wives, children, and relatives of SINALTRAINAL leaders have been targeted by these paramilitaries, and

WHEREAS, eyewitness accounts and circumstantial evidence support the conclusion that company personnel have organized the murder and intimidation of Coca-Cola workers, and

WHEREAS, paramilitary groups operate unhindered, and often in collusion, with the government and foreign corporations as an anti-union force, and 

WHEREAS, the U.S. government provides billions of dollars to the Colombian government in mostly military aid, and

WHEREAS, these actions deprive Colombian workers of their internationally recognized rights to organize into unions and bargain collectively, and

WHEREAS, no professional organization of social scientists concerned with labor and human rights should offer its credibility to the Coca-Cola Company by distributing its products,

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Society for the Anthropology of North America (SANA) will: 1) ban all Coca-Cola products from its functions and annual meetings and call upon the American Anthropological Association to do the same, 

2) communicate to the Coca-Cola Company that until the situation involving SINALTRAINAL is resolved and the safety and rights of workers in its bottling plants are protected, SANA will support SINALTRAINAL’s boycott of the Coca-Cola Company and do all it can to publicize the boycott, and

3) demand that the Coca-Cola Company a) make a public declaration in Colombia that paramilitary violence against unionists must stop, b) create a company policy against collaboration with paramilitaries, c) establish a human rights ombudsman in every plant, and d) provide compensation to the victims, and

4) call upon the United States government to stop military aid to the Colombian government until the perpetrators of human rights crimes are held accountable.

